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Snippets
Are you singing or humming along to
traditional Christmas songs? Here are
some ‘less traditional’ ones you may or
may not have heard.
You can listen to them being performed at
the website noted below each one.
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2017 AGM
A regular business meeting, followed by the
AGM, was held on Nov. 28.
At the business meeting the usual reports
and the budget requests to the Village for
improvements in 2018 were presented.
At the AGM the nominating committee
reported the usual dearth of volunteers
offering to stand for executive positions.
Rather than see the Museum close, the
2017 Executive members (reluctantly)
agreed to another year’s term.
Thanks to them, the Museum will continue
to operate in 2018, but ‘the crunch is
coming’ when they decide to step down.

Best wishes for the holiday season & 2018
from the Museum Executive & Editor

© Lytton Museum & Archives 2017

Louis Armstrong – ‘Zat You, Santa Claus? - 1953
http://www.deezer.com/us/track/1565274
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Chairman’s Report
It has been my pleasure to work with a group of
dedicated executive this year, all volunteers and
willing workers. Thank you to Jim Steer - Vice
Chair., Irene Steer - Secretary, Jo Johnson Treasurer, and directors Jennifer Thoss and Julia
Boldt.
Our Curator has been exceptionally busy, as you
will read in her report, using her pre-retirement
work skills for furthering our building extension
plans, organizing the summer work force,
producing our quarterly Newsletter and making
sure that all those details of running a Museum
are taken care of, as well as finding the time to
be a Curator.
When the subject was brought up that a walking
tour brochure be produced, all were in favour,
but this would require a committee be set up of
our very scarce volunteers. However, Jennifer
Thoss took on the job of chairperson and several
members agreed to participate and lo and behold
a history tour brochure was produced just in
time for our summer opening. Well done.
Other improvements have also been made
thanks to our Village coming through in regard
to our request for the painting of the Museum
building trim and the electrification of our
outside buildings and display area.
Note must be made of our willing and helpful
work party volunteers without whom the
Museum would falter. Spring clean-up gets the
interior of the museum building house-cleaned,
the front garden pruned, weeded and raked, the
back lawn and display area weeded, and the Fall
leaves collected up. They also cleaned clutter
out of the old speeder shed.

This year we cut our business meetings to four a
year from eight and instigated a trial of social
gatherings on each month left vacant. These
were an enjoyable chance for all to discuss
Museum matters less formally.
Planning for a Museum building extension, of
course, is ongoing, more on this in the Curators
report.
Peter S. Heaster,
Chairman
From the Daily Colonist 14 November 1864

Leroy Carr, "Christmas In Jail – Ain't That A Pain” PAGE
- 1929
http://www.deezer.com/us/track/1619086
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Dorothy Dodge, Author
If you ever have the thought that you don’t
have time to do all the things you want to or
need to do, consider the fact that Dorothy not
only spent a great deal of her time as Curator
in the Museum doing all the things Curators
do, she made time to write articles for the
Museum newsletter. She also wrote an article
which was published in this book.

The cover photograph also has a Lytton
connection in that the lady is Joe Chute’s
Mother, Jemima.
Dorothy has given permission to reprint her
article. Here is part 1. Enjoy!
—————————————————

Lytton - Hot Spot of the Interior

This little town, nestled at the foot of a
mountain overlooking the meeting of the
Thompson and Fraser rivers, has long had

the reputation of being the hottest spot in
British Columbia. The temperature often has
been known to reach 45 degrees Celsius in the
shade! However, there is another cause to
refer to Lytton as the province's hot spot, one
that has resulted in drastic changes over the
years. This is a community shaped by fire.
Only a few old buildings remain; all the rest
burned to the ground in the series of fires that
have plagued the town since the days of its
first settlement in the 1850s. The impact of
the fires on the development of the
community has been profound, and the history
of Lytton cannot be understood without
considering the devastation the fires caused to
both property and spirit. The story of the
flames can be divided into three distinct
periods: the fires up to the 1930s, the fires of
1949, and the fires from 1950 to the present
day.
Not much is recorded about the earliest fires.
In the nineteenth century, John McCulley's
blacksmith shop (1864), John McIntyre's
warehouse and barn, and Romano's store
(1882) were all destroyed by fire. In the
winter of 1909, Archdeacon Small, who was
one of the most prominent supporters of the
St. Bartholomew's Hospital and was well
loved throughout the district, attended a fire at
the Rancherie, the Lytton Indian reserve at the
north end of town. He tried desperately to
restrain a native woman who insisted on going
back into the house to rescue her life savings.
Small entered the house himself, dashed
through the smoke and flames, and retrieved
her savings. Unfortunately, as a result of the
cold and smoke, he contracted pneumonia and
died a short while later. His death was
regarded as a tragic loss to the community.

Gracie Fields - The Fairy On The Christmas Tree
- 1936 http://www.deezer.com/us/track/72292428

The first hospital to be built at Lytton
was constructed in the early 1880s by
the CPR. It had only four beds,
primarily intended to serve the CPR
crews. Its foundations are still visible on
Station Road, just below the present
CPR tracks. It was after this hospital
burned that the first St. Bartholomew's
Hospital was built in 1893 at a total
cost of just $2,500. This building
burned on 4 July 1904 and was
replaced by yet another hospital in the
same year. (The second St.
Bartholomew's Hospital building
escaped the fate of its predecessor, but
was demolished in 1937 to make way
for the current hospital.)
The Catholic church is an intriguing
landmark in Lytton, and is presently
one of our oldest buildings. Fires have
played a very interesting part in its
history, too. In fact, it appears to have
been fire that first enabled the rival
Anglican Church to establish itself in
Lytton. The Ashcroft Journal of 4 April
1968, quoting from the work of UBC
professor Margaret Prang, noted:
"Occasionally the Indians would prefer
one denomination over another, i.e. in
Lytton. The Catholic Church there
'mysteriously' burned down three times
after the Indians expressed their wish
for an Anglican Minister. The Catholic
Priest did leave and his place was
taken by an Anglican Minister!" St.
Ann's Catholic Church was rebuilt by
the congregation in 1912. The Canadian
Northern Railway construction crew,
which was in Lytton at the time,
provided much of the necessary labour.
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The new church was used for just one
service and then promptly burned down,
apparently due to a defective chimney. It
was rebuilt the following year and is still
standing.
The Lytton cannery and greenhouse were
built in 1930 by James Pudney. His
intention was to start the seedlings, sell
them to the farmers, and then buy their
produce to operate the cannery. Everything was well insured and the business
operated for about a year, when the whole
operation went up in smoke. The owner
left town suddenly, leaving his employees
unpaid. This was a mysterious fire, one
that had people speculating about its
cause for some time.
Approximately six months after the
cannery fire, in September of 1931,
Lytton suffered the worst fire in its
history. Lytton is a hot spot because of
high temperatures, a dry climate, and
steady winds making it the driest
location in the entire province. Once a
fire gets a start, it can easily get out of
control. All the buildings in Lytton up to
the 1930s were of wood frame
construction, and fire-fighting equipment
was minimal. The big fire of 1931 started in
the Lytton Hotel. The old-timers of Lytton
insist that an arsonist was responsible, and
they do not hesitate in identifying the
culprit!
To be continued in the next newsletter.

2018 Museum Memberships are due 01 January.
Support the Museum and
receive the newsletters.

Andrews Sisters, "Christmas Island” - 1946
PAGE
http://www.deezer.com/us/track/63833469
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Summer at the Museum
Hi, to all,
My name is Thomas, and I have worked in the
Museum for several years now during the
summer.
Our Museum has regular open hours from the
end of June through to the end of the first week
in September. I have had the pleasure of working with a few different people over the past
couple of years. This summer I worked with
Jaime Sam who is a student at Kumsheen. She
proved to be a very bright and interested coworker this year, and I hope she will want to
return next summer

“Fabulous, beautifully kept!! Worked for 20
years in museums - well done!” (England)
“Lovely well set out displays and informative
labels. Great staff who are welcoming
and knowledgeable. Thanks - so much history
to learn about!” (New Zealand)
“Wonderful insight into local history” (Holland)
“WOW! So interesting!” (Italy)
“Thanks for overview of your beautiful
town.” (Slovakia)

We met new faces from the middle and far east,
from Russia to the U.K., and from Norway to
Italy. From the comments left by these guests we
have a wonderful Museum full of fascinating
artifacts and displays. Well worth the time taken
for a visit.

Summer Season Statistics

This year our total number of visitors was
was quite a bit less, due mostly to the wild- fires
in B.C. that caused a lot of smoke and road
closures. That cut down a lot of tourism this
summer, all over the province, not just in Lytton.
We had some more local people come in to look
around, and voice their approval of the work
done by all our volunteer Museum workers.

In 2016 we were fortunate to be able to be open
every day for 78 days during the tourist season.
There were 1,114 visitors, an average 14.3
visitors per day.

Here are some of the visitors’ comments from
our guest book:

Although visitor numbers were down 41.7%,
consistent with other attractions in our area, we
still had people from 22 different countries visit
us. In this ‘age of technology’ it is obvious that
people are still interested in finding out about the
past.

“Wonderful museum - wonderful help. Helped
me so much with my research!” (B.C.)

For those of you not not suffering from
numerophobia, here are some numbers from
2016 and 2017 to mull over.

In 2017 we were open only 5 days a week, due to
staffing, for 59 days. Visitors totalled only 649,
an average 11.0 visitors per day

Bessie Smith, "At the Christmas Ball” - 1925
http://www.deezer.com/us/track/5218416
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Curator’s Year End Report
There has not been much Curating done in the
Museum this year. Research, newsletters,
hiring and scheduling of summer employees
with the Village and particularly coordinating
the proposed building addition plans took up
far too much of my time. Many thanks to Tom
Peglow for being available to open the
museum for researchers when I could not be
there. Time also was spent replying to e-mail
enquiries - some simple, “ my grandfather
lived in Lytton in the early 1890’s - do you
have any photos of him” (a name would help!)
to very lengthy, complex enquiries creating a
lot of research. Many thanks to Dorothy
Dodge for being my ‘go to’ person on some of
the e-mails
We have not had many items donated this year,
and just as well, as Tom and I, being the only
volunteers doing museum office work and
displays, are still playing catch up from 2016.
Thanks to Tom and Jaime Sam for doing a
great job this summer without much help or
direction from me. Thanks also to Peggy Chute
for keeping an eye on the Museum when no
one else is.
We have one new volunteer this year. Margo
Soper has just started going through our
browse binders to ensure that we do have a
photocopy of every photograph in the Museum
collection. We will also replace any that are
faded or of poor quality.
The engineered drawings for the proposed
addition are almost complete. The next step is
to get estimates, necessary to apply for grants
for actual construction. Doug Rebagliati has

invested $50,000 to help complete the project,
as long as we have a contract for construction
signed before the end of 2019. Thank you,
Doug. You have been extremely generous.
Fingers crossed!
Our Spring and Fall work parties are great,
thanks to the usual volunteers. It is always
satisfying to see the outside looking neat and
tidy, and visitors do comment on it!
But …… we need help inside during the year,
too. Tom and I cannot keep the Museum going
without more help. Even something as simple
as making up file folders and labels, or
looking through the browse binder for a
particular photo we need is helpful. We also
are charged with looking after displays in the
Caboose and having it open to the public. It
was seldom open this year - partly due to
scheduling but also because its interior and
displays need work. We should be putting ‘our
best foot forward’, not showing a faded, tired
looking display.
Please seriously consider volunteering.
Donate only one morning or afternoon a
week. You need not be a trained historian or
computer wizard. At least visit to see what
types of projects need doing.
I’m hoping to have more time in the Museum
in 2018 ( with some extra helpers ? ) to keep
Lytton history cared for and the Museum open
and available to all.
Marie Heaster
Curator

Brenda Lee, "I'm Gonna Lasso Santa Claus”
PAGE
- 1956 http://www.deezer.com/us/track/72325254
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Coldstream Railway Trestle

One of the rewards of working in the Museum,
is when we can make this kind of thing happen.
In August we were contacted by a young lady
named Hailey Smith from Alberta, who said
“We came across some of our families names in
your newsletters which was awesome.” Could
we see what info we had on the family and
arrange a date for them to visit? When asked
what family they were wanting to trace the reply
was “Jane H. Seward and Thomas William
Seward and something to do with Park Farm”.
Dorothy and Tom pulled all of our information
and photographs pertaining to the Seward
family, and I set up a date for Hailey and her
father, Don, to visit. Dorothy, as a surprise for
them, had Greg Seward and John & Dolores
Firkins come to the Museum, too.

This bridge is sited 17 km (11 mi) north of
Victoria, BC, over Niagara Creek Canyon .
Although titled ‘trestle’ on maps, it is actually
a cantilever style bridge.
Although the bridge is in Coldstream
Provincial Park, it is not part of the park, but is
on private property. So technically, use of the
bridge is trespassing. Try telling that to hikers.
So why a mention about something on
Vancouver Island in a Lytton newsletter ?

There was lots of talk and reconnecting with
who is where now, information copied for
Hailey’s family file and photos taken.
A follow up e-mail from Hailey said “ We had a
lovely time visiting and we were so happy to
learn so much and meet some relatives! Thank
you so much for all the time spent making that
happen. It was such a special morning and we
are really appreciative.”

Because until ca. 1910, when it took a long trip
to its present location, it crossed the Fraser
River at Cisco, B.C.

1st CPR train
to cross the
Fraser
1884
Vancouver Archives
photo

Mel Blanc The Hat I Got for Christmas Is Too Beeg
- 1957 http://www.deezer.com/en/track/100856298
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Curio Corner
curio: a rare, unusual, or intriguing object.
This book was
recently donated to
the Museum by the
author, E.H.K. Ho.

From the back cover:
This historical saga recounts the adventures of
a Chinese merchant and his son during their
journey to Canada in the 1880's. On the transPacific voyage they meet a Rabbi and his
daughter who becomes infatuated with the
merchant's son. The story chronicles the
hardships and challenges experienced by the
early Chinese immigrants to Canada and the
United States. It is a history lesson that
explains why the Chinese came to North
America and describes how and why they were
mistreated.

It fits the ‘curio’
definition as unlike
most of the books
you’ve read , it
starts at the back
and ends at the
front, in keeping
with traditional
Chinese literature.

Reader reviews are all very positive, of the
“could hardly put it down” kind. It is
published in hardback, paperback and even a
Kindle version, which is in traditional front to
back format.

Although it is a novel, it is based on historical
facts. It is dedicated to Chinese labourers who
helped build the CPR and 81,000 Chinese
immigrants who paid the Head Tax in Canada.
Museum Business Meetings are held on the
last Tuesday of Jan., Apr., Sept & Nov.
7:00pm in the Museum.

How Did Your Garden
Do This Year?

$10 Membership includes a copy of each of our
newsletters.
Receive your newsletters by e-mail in pdf format
saving you paper clutter and saving the Museum
publication and postage costs.
Send a request to
museum@lyttonmuseum.ca

1865 November 16 - At Siska Flat, a
Frenchman raised a potato weighing one
and a half pounds, and Frank, at the
eleven-mile post from Fort Yale, dug out
eighteen potatoes weighing seventeen
and a half pounds. He says he is indebted
for such a result to manuring.

LYTTON MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
(a Village of Lytton Commission) is a member of:

Unlocking Lytton’s Past

& the BC Historical Federation

