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Snippets
In a recent newspaper article there was a 
comment that in a particular court trial the 
“punishment didn’t fit the crime” .

This issue’s Snippets are from the Lytton 
Assizes June 1883. Did the punishments in 
these cases fit the crime? Spring Outside Work Crew

An extension has been made to the outside 
display lean-to. It provides undercover space for 
the 2 speeders and  more general display space. 
The ferry wheel will be mounted in the lean-to 
so visitors can see it, and the ferry it came from, 
from the same spot. 

Dereck Ostiguy 
removed leaves & 
winter debris from 
and vacuumed the 
original part of the 
lean-to.  

Robert Bolan, Tom 
Peglow, Jim Steer 
and Peter Heaster, 
using a rail jack 
loaned by  Kenny 
Glasgow,  
repositioned the 
existing speeder rails further into the new  
addition.

Almost time to open the museum to summer 
visitors, so it has been all hands on deck.

Curtains have been cleaned by Irene Steer.
Basement spiders and their associated 
homes have been vacuumed up by Tom 
Peglow.

Tom and Dereck Ostiguy did ‘spring 
cleaning’ in the caboose and had both 
Museum and caboose open on Victoria Day.

Help was hired to wash windows inside and 
out, and to vacuum, wash and wax floors. 

It now remains for volunteers to remove 
artifacts from display cabinets and wash the 
cabinet glass - a huge job.

Spring Cleaning



Regina v. Panca Joe - breaking into a granary & stealing 
grain. Sentenced to 7 years; imprisonment with hard labour. PAGE  2



PAGE  3Regina v. Ah You - Stealing rice from railroad company. 
Sentenced to 3 years in the penitentiary.

Thanks to Dorothy Dodge for suggesting this 
item and to Bruce MacLennan, publisher 
Bridge River Lillooet News, for permission to 
reproduce this article. It originally appeared 
in the newspaper on 22 Dec 1966.

   The residents of Lytton celebrated Empire 
Day by holding a most successful concert and 
dance in aid of the local Canadian Patriotic 
Fund, at the Globe theatre, kindly lent by Mr. 
A. F. Hautier. 
   Among the numerous company assembled to 
do honour to the occasion were Dr. and Mrs.  
Fort, Mrs. AI. Facault and son, Mrs. A. Dixon, 
Mrs. B. Brophy, Miss K. McLeod, Miss  Smith,   
Miss Whitworth, Miss Etta Blachford, Miss 
Fitzgerald, Mrs. Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. A.F. 
Hautier, Mr. and Mrs. De Los Loring, Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Graham,  Mrs. E. McLeod, Mrs. 
Somerville, Mr. and Mrs. F.B. Lucas and 
family, Mrs. A.G. Rebagliati and family, 
Mrs. B. Rebagliati and family, Mrs. John 
McKay and family, Mr. and Mrs. D.G. 
Sutherland and family, Mr. and Mrs. G.B. 
Baillie and family, Mr. and Mrs. W.D. Baillie 
and family, Messrs. J. P. Drewett, J.F. Supon, 
Al. Palmer, A.F. Loring, Masters Gerald and 
Arthur Anthony and many others. 
   Through the kindness of the Revd. L. Dawson
the boys from the Indian Mission school were 
allowed to attend in force, which helped 
considerably to augment the funds.
   Mrs. Blanche Brenton of Cahford,with the 
assistance of the Misses Spillman and Marjorie 
Sutherland, and Messrs. F. Dorrell and Walter 
C. Keeble, carried through an excellent 
programme of vocal and instrumental music, 
which was thoroughly appreciated by the large 
and enthusiastic audience, as testified by the 
numerous encores, and the gratifying financial 
results accruing to the fund.
   An ice cream stall was very ably presided 
over by Mrs. A. Dixon and Miss Smith, and 
was well patronized by the dancers, who 
indulged in the "gay fantastic" till the wee sma' 
hours, under the fascinating strains supplied by 
Mrs. Blanche Brenton and Mrs. De Los Loring. 

Lytton News    Lillooet Prospector 1916
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The Little Town That Could                           

Regina v. Sawpcline - Horse stealing. Verdict of acquittal.

 When the Lions Club disbanded, its records 
were donated to the Museum. They are an 
excellent source of “what was happening 
when” information. 

The following article is taken from the Lytton 
Lions Club Newsletter, Dec. 1962. It shows 
that when everyone gets on board, small towns 
can do wonderful things. 

AMBULANCE PROJECT

 As all our members know, this project 
is now completed and in history. However, the 
members may be interested in a few final 
statistics.

Sept. 17th.   This project was first considered 
by an impromptu ad-hoc committee following 
the dinner meeting, when urgent forthcoming 
need of an ambulance was noted, due to Lion 
Maurice Floyd’s impending move to Alberni.

Sept. 19th.   Project was discussed with the 
Zone Chairman, who was passing through. He 
was told that:
a) the project might cost $1,000 or more, 
b) )$72 was available in club funds
c) based on a $500 ambulance, the project 

could be completed by Oct. 15th.

Oct. 1st.   Sufficient funds had been raised to 
purchase and equip a $500 ambulance.

Oct. 12th.   The ambulance was removed from 
the market by the vendor.

Oct. 25th   Sufficient funds on hand to 
purchase $1800 vehicle. Purchase authorized. 
Oct. 30th. The ambulance was delivered. 

Nov. 2nd.   Ambulance in service. 
Arrangements underway to incorporate Lytton 
Lions Ambulance Service.

Nov. 5th.   First meeting of Lytton Lions 
Ambulance Service. First Aid equipment, 
Resuscitator, Oxygen equipment, etc. at hand.

Total raised for the project was approx. $2350. 
(excluding donation of $125 from the Village 
of Lytton, to be given to Service when it is 
incorporated.) It took 39 days to raise funds to 
purchase. This project, as far as we know, 
represents the largest project completed in a 
community of this size by any Lions Club in a 
comparable period. (Total taxpayers in Lytton 
is about 72)

Many thanks to our members, friends, and 
supporters in the community, including the 
Indian Ladies Homemakers Club and the 
Spences Bridge Community Club.

The Club is sponsoring First Aid Training for 
the volunteers who man the ambulance.

Thank you to former Lions Club members who 
have spearheaded so many projects in our 
community.



PAGE  5Regina v. Hong Yo - Nuisance. Fined $25 and ordered to 
abate nuisance.

The Museum always welcomes donations of 
photographs showing local scenes from times 
past. Often we receive boxes of photographs to 
add to our collection.

However,  some of these are in 35mm slide 
format and we have no way of converting them 
into digital images so we can print and display 
them for all to see.

To purchase a slide-to-digital-image converter 
(with preferably 14 or 20 megapixel capability) 
would cost us approx. $200, a big bite out of 
our budget for a piece of equipment we might 
not often use.

Do you have a suitable slide-to-digital-image 
converter you would be willing to loan or 
donate to the Museum?

When researching 
converters several sites 
noted that some 
machines are difficult 
to use with cardboard 
mounted slides as 
opposed to plastic 
mounted slides. As 

most of our slides are the cardboard type it is 
important that the machine readily accept this 
format.

HELP ?

CAN
YOU

X 2

When Old Things...

... get even older!

Since 2000, when donated by Carrie and Pat 
Walsh, this old wagon wheel formed part of 
the Cariboo Wagon Road display. This Spring 
it has literally “gone to pieces”and we’ve had 
to remove it.

It would be nice to find a replacement.

Do you have a wagon wheel you no longer 
want/need that you would donate for our 
display? 

Pick up can be arranged. 
Call Peter 250-455-6671



PAGE  6Regina v. Ah Woon - Disorderly house. Sentenced to 2 years’ 
imprisonment.

History Re-constructed

In our Feb. 2007 Newsletter there was an 
article about Lyttonnet using the old Forestry 
Fire Lookout site on Lookout Mountain north 
of Lytton.

Now another Lookout has a new use. The 
Nahatlatch Forestry Fire Lookout is situated 
northwest of Boston Bar at a height of 1190 
metres (3900 feet). It overlooks the Nahatlatch 
Valley and the Fraser Canyon between Lytton 
and Boston Bar. 

On a clear day, look for it high on the 
mountain top as you approach Boston Bar on 
Highway #1 from the west.

Constructed between 1956 and 1958, it is an 
example of a standard cottage-roof cabin on 
top of a tapered wooden tower with a full 
perimeter catwalk - one of two predominant 
cabin forms constructed by the BC Forest 
Service  from the 1920s to the late 1950s.

Construction of the original tower was an 
experiment using helicopters to transport a 
pre-fabricated lookout to the remote, 
inaccessible by road location.

Flight log records indicate that 37 flights were 
needed to complete the delivery of materials to 
the site between May 21-23, 1957. The 
experiment was deemed a success and 
helicopters played a prominent role in fire 
lookout construction in British Columbia.

In the early 1960s, two local men, Clara Keery 
and Bob Walters, were hired to construct a 
road to the lookout to improve access and the 
delivery of supplies.

RSTBC brochure  photo
An observer was stationed at the Nahatlatch 
Lookout during every fire season from 1957 
until the early 1970s when new fire detection 
systems overtook the need for human 
observers. In 1993, the lookout was officially 
decommissioned.

After that, the Nahatlatch Lookout became a 
popular destination for hikers, ATV clubs, and 
geocaching enthusiasts. Visitors would use the 
site as a day-use area and also for overnight 
stays. Eventually extremes of a high elevation 
environment take their toll and in the winter of 
2011, the 60-year-old structure finally 
collapsed under the weight of a heavy 
snowfall.RSTBC brochure  photo
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MOLYBDENITE MINE
   Mr. J. B. Perkins was in town this week
from the Texas Creek molybdenite mine 
and brought with him several samples of 
very rich ore. This property, which is 
owned by Mr. Perkins and Mr. A. Hautier, 
of Lytton, has been bonded to United States 
capitalists for $300,000. Messrs. Perkins 
and Hautier have had a gang of men at 
work for over two months putting in trails 
and opening up the mine and they are 
delighted with the showings so far. A letter 
was received this Week from the bond-
holders, stating that they would leave for 
the mine at an early date to make an 
inspection. It is understood that if these 
men find everything satisfactory they will 
at once commence operations on a big
scale.
   Molybdenite is the ore which produces 
molybdenum and ferro- molybdenum is the 
product which is now very much in demand 
by the British government and the govern- 
ments of all other belligerents for the 
manufacture of big gun linings.
   Molybdenum is of such composition that 
when merged with ordinary steel it forms 
an alloy which is of great value, as it offers 
great resistance to the corrosive effects of 
the big blasts in large cannon. It is used for
other purposes as well, notably for tool 
steel, which cuts even nickel chrome steel.
It is said that molybdenite metal is now 
worth $3500 a ton, and as assays of ore 
from the Texas Creek mine run as high
as 45 per cent, it is easily seen that this 
property is likely to become very valuable 
when properly opened up.

100 Years Ago
Lillooet Prospector Newspaper,  June 9, 1916

As part of a project to restore five retired fire 
lookouts for the BC Forest Service's 
centennial in 2012, Recreation Sites and Trails 
BC (RSTBC) selected the Nahatlatch Lookout 
for a complete restoration. Since the original 
lookout was completely destroyed, the rebuild 
had to begin from scratch. All the rubble from 
the old tower was cleared away and the entire 
structure was rebuilt on site with new material.

Original construction plans and measurements 
from old remnant timbers from the original 
lookout were used to ensure dimensional 
accuracy. Over two weekends, more than 25 
dedicated volunteers; representatives from 
RSTBC, the Fraser Wildfire Management 
crew, the Four Wheel Drive Association of 
BC, South Western All Terrain Trails, 
Nahatlatch Valley cabin owners, and the local 
geocaching community, completed the project.

The end product is a beautiful reconstruction 
of the original tower, which both day-use and 
overnight visitors are welcome to use.

Lyttonnet Nahatlatch webcam  photo

Information for this article from
 Recreation Sites and Trails BC website.



& the BC Historical Federation

LYTTON MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 
(a Village of Lytton Commission) is a member of:

Unlocking Lytton’s Past

Regular Museum Meetings on the last Tuesday 
of each month 7:00pm in the Museum.

(no meeting in July, Aug. or Dec.)

$10 Membership includes a copy of each of 
our newsletters. 

Newsletters are available by e-mail in pdf format 
saves you paper clutter & saves the Museum 
publication and postage costs. E-mail us at 

museum@lyttonmuseum.ca
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Curio Corner 
curio: a rare, unusual, or intriguing object.

Was anyone in your family a 
phillumenist? Perhaps in their 
collection of matchbooks and 
boxes they also had a match 
holder/striker.

Match strikers have been in use 
since the 1890’s when ‘strike anywhere’ 
matches became popular. And people tended to 
do just that - on a wall, table, shoe sole, etc. 

The Museum’s striker  was an advertising 
gimmick given to the Globe Hotel by Watson’s 
Whisky, Dundee. It sat on the bar and was used 
to hold matches and provided a striking surface 
to prevent match users from ‘striking 
anywhere’ and perhaps starting a fire.

While you may consider these items antique, or 
obsolete now that smoking 
is no longer in fashion, 
they are still available to 
buy. 

You can find a 
simple cast iron 
one ($35), a fancy, decorative crystal 
glass version ($555), novelty shaped 
ones ($175), and even a silver topped 

one made from a 
sea urchin 
shell 

($800). 

They have become a 
‘fashion statement’ in interior 
design and still serve a useful purpose when 
lighting candles.

Regina v. You Hare - Disorderly house. Fined $150.
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