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In 1900, Lytton School was listed as
Common (at least 12 pupils aged 5 - 18,
government paid building construction and
teacher salaries, community paid upkeep) .
Lytton North was listed as Assisted (fewer
than 20 pupils, teacher salary paid by
government, but local residents were
responsible for building and equipping the
school.)
Schools were regularly assessed by the
Government. It must have been quite the
job travelling around to different schools to
write up a “report card.” Read what they
had to say about Lytton’s schools in 1900.

A Colossal Enterprise
Back to School
Golden Wheat Fields...
The End of Kitpou ?
Miscellany

Our annual Christmas Luncheon fundraiser was
held in December 2014. Thanks to members
who donated food and/or helped at the lunch.
Thank you to the 56 people who bought lunch,
many of whom renewed their Museum membership and/or bought items from our sales table.

2015 Museum Who’s Who
Chairman: Jim Steer
Vice-Chair: Peter Heaster
Secretary: Irene Steer
Treasurer: Jo Johnson
Directors: Julia Boldt
Dorothy Dodge
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March - Lytton

21 students present. Work, fair: better results
PAGE
should be secured in composition and arithmetic.
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A New Book at the Museum

16th Annual Tea & Talk

In March 2003, Larry Loyie and Constance
Brissenden (members of the Living
Traditions Writer’s group) visited Lytton
Museum.

The Museum annual Tea & Talk was held on
Wednesday, February 18 during Heritage Week.
Often the theme does not apply to our area, but
this year the theme celebrated the history of
main streets and the revitalization of traditional
downtowns throughout B.C.

Having already published a book entitled As
Long as the Rivers Flow, they now were
researching information and photos for a
second book on
what it was like
to live in a
residential
school.
Now, more
than a decade
later, the book
has been published. They kindly sent us a
copy in thanks for our help. Do come in and
have a look.
For more information check out
http://firstnationswriter.com

While there was lots of discussion about bygone buildings and businesses in Lytton,
everyone found time for general ‘tea party’
chatting. This is always a fun event and
everyone seems to appreciate the opportunity
to ‘just visit’.

From The Phoenix Pioneer, March 13, 1915

Thank you to all who helped
with this event and/or provided
refreshments for our guests.

March - Lytton
North

14 students present. Work fair, Reading lessons not explained;
PAGE
composition and letter writing do not receive sufficient
attention; manual work, neat.
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One Hundred Years Ago - “A Colossal Enterprise”
On 26 February 1915, an article appeared in the
Western Call Newspaper under the above title.
It was headed with A Recommendation to the
Provincial and Federal Authorities.
The writer discusses the geography of this area
using the various bench lands along the Fraser
as his proof that at some point in time, from
Cisco to Lillooet, there existed a huge lake
with its major outlet through Seton, Anderson,
Lillooet and Harrison Lakes, emptying finally
into the lower Fraser River. Then when a
volcanic eruption near Gold Bridge blocked the
route, the lake broke its way through at Cisco
and so the lower section of the Fraser River
began.
He then says:
The bottom of Thompson and the Fraser
rivers contain fabulous treasures of gold. Not
all the wealth of the accumulated deceased
sultan that has been gathering for centuries in
the tombs at Constantinople can begin to
compare with the wealth that is reputed to lie
under the stormy waters of the Fraser.
He finds ‘proof ‘for this statement in legends
and tales of miners who took vast amounts of
gold when the Fraser lowered enough at Cisco
that the “Three Sisters” (rocks deep in the
river) came into sight. He also was shown, by
Charlie Kanaka, a “nugget of marvellous [sic]
size” taken from behind the Sisters forty years
before.
About 1905 the writer and some friends
camped near the location of the Sisters and

watched as the Fraser steadily dropped. Late at
night the Sisters began to be visible, and the
party went to bed in their tents to dream of the
golden nuggets that they would find at first light.
But in the morning the Fraser was raging
twelve feet deeper and our hopes were flown.
That idea having been a failure, he now explains
the Colossal Enterprise.
Dam the Fraser at Cisco, turn the waters
back into the old channel and rob old Giant
Fraser of his gold from Cisco down. Then dam
the Thompson towards Ashcroft and the Fraser
just below Lillooet, and what in the world will
be laid bare. The Thompson waters would make
their way up the Bonaparte and through Marble
Canyon to the Fraser.
There should be enough gold there to pay for
the crushing of Germany and afterwards
liquidate the Empire’s debt, but should there not
be one nugget found the enterprise would
develop power that should turn our province into
the greatest factory spot on earth, only the
people must do it.
This enterprise should be a provincial, if not
a national affair.
The world’s biggest gold nugget came from
Australia. It weighed almost 159 pounds.
Canada’s biggest nugget came from Spruce
Creek in Atlin Lake country. It weighed just
over 5 pounds.
What would have been found
if the Colossal Enterprise had
happened?

Sept. - Lytton

19 pupils present. Manual work generally neat:
more illustration of lessons needed: improvement
shown in some subjects since last visit.

Back to School
The Museum newsletter of the March 2005
feature an article School Days: North Lytton
School, an interview with Lloyd Dodge about
what he remembered about attending this school
1933 (Grade 1) - 1939 (Grade 8).
Lloyd carefully saved many “scribblers” and
paperwork from his school days, so he must
have had positive memories of his early
education!

In those days, scribblers had interesting and
colourful covers.
Although ‘looseleaf’ notepaper was first used
in 1914 at a US college, it was not popular in
schools, especially primaries, as individual
pages can be easily removed or lost due to
tearing or wear of the punched holes.
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Sept. - Lytton
North

9 pupils present. Work of primary classes poor; lessons
PAGE
should be more carefully presented and reviewed.

5

Golden Wheat Fields of ... BC?
In the early 1860’s, foodstuffs had to be
transported from the coast to the Cariboo to feed
hungry miners. Pack train costs and tolls made
flour an expensive commodity. At Williams
Creek flour sold for $1.25 to $1.50 per
pound.The Government supported the idea of
wheat being grown and ground in the interior of
the province.
Wheat proved a viable crop at Lillooet and on
farms as far north as Quesnel. The British
Columbian newspaper reported in 1864 that an
estimate of 800 tons of wheat was produced
between Douglas and Clinton.
The first private mill, Pioneer Mill, began
producing flour in 1862 at Dog Creek. In 1864
Ashcroft Manor’s mill was built by the Cornwall
brothers, and by 1866 was processing 70,000
lbs. of wheat. By 1866 a new mill had started
operations at Cayoosh Creek. This mill was
unique in that the two driving wheels were sunk
approx. 8 feet underground to prevent stoppage
by winter frosts. But competition arrived late
that year with construction of a steam driven
mill on the east side of the Fraser across from
Lillooet. By the following year these 2 mills
were selling flour at 24 cents per pound.
But Lillooet and Clinton mills were still a long
way from the Cariboo market, and competition
came in 1868 from a new mill 3 miles north of
Clinton. Then another player entered when a
mill was built at Soda Creek, supplied by wheat
grown in the the Dog creek and Williams Lake
areas. Two more competitors joined when in the
fall of 1868 “Protection Mill” was started up at
Deep Creek, 4.5 miles south of Soda Creek and
a mill was built on the Tranquille River, 12
miles above Savona Ferry.

Not to be outdone in this ‘golden’ opportunity,
but a bit late entering the fray, The Lytton Grist
Mill began operation in 1871. The mill was built
by Charles Chapman, using steam equipment
from the steamer Lady of the Lake. Its reported
location was Lot 3, Block 1, in Lytton Townsite.
(approx. 180 Fraser Street now.)
In the January 25 article in the British Colonist:
The Lytton steam flour mills commenced
operation today for the first time. The machinery
works well and turns out a very fine sample of
flour.
Very little information is available about the
mill. Concerns were raised from the start that, as
the Lytton area was not a great producer of
wheat, the success of the venture was in doubt.

Lytton Grist Mill BC Archives Photos

Information for this article from :
British Columbia Historical Quarterly
July 1941
Early Flour-mills in British Columbia
Part II
by F.W. Lang

1899-1900 Teachers
& monthly salary

Lytton - Thos. Henderson, M.A. $58.00
Lytton North - Miss E.G. Kingston $30.00
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KITPOU -Part 3 - Conclusion
1975 - Sudbury Ontario
TOTEM POLES & WAMPUM MEMORIAL
IN BIG NICKEL PARK
The totem poles were prepared by Shaman
Chief Kitpou in British Columbia and
transported to Sudbury Ontario in April on a
trailer behind his car. It would take another
6 weeks to complete at the park with Kitpou
living in a Tee Pee.

1976 - An anecdotal account of Kitpou’s
arrest for indecency
In Quebec City, in the early 60s, when things
were still a bit prudish he was invited as an
extra attraction for the tourists at a festival.
While he was doing a traditional dance,
someone saw a little strip of his flat Indian
a** between his leggings and his loincloth,
and he was arrested for indecency. Kitpou
mentioned to his lawyer an old treaty that
noted Chiefs attending a ceremony in their
‘traditional garb’ and his lawyer presented
the treaty in court, about a week after the
arrest. The judge went for it 100%, and
declared the arrest illegal.
October 16, 1976, Medicine Hat News
published a photo with the caption:

DRESSED FOR THE OCCASION - Wearing
his full regalia, Chief Shaman Apou Kitpou, of
British Columbia, poses with a pretty Japanese
girl dressed in a kimono. The picture was taken
at a Tokyo hotel shortly after the chief arrived
in Japan, where he is visiting to promote
Canadian products and goods.
1977 May - Spokane newspaper report:
…Chief Wobay Kitpou, a shaman, or medicine
man, of the Algonquin Indians, and a member
of the Canadian Parliament from the Nova
Scotia district of Labrador, has offered to carve
the pole free…
followed a few days later by.....
…..Kitpou, an Algonquin artist who lives near
Vancouver, B.C., has been keeping a busy
schedule visiting Spokane schools this week as
part of Indian Awareness Week…..Kitpou’s
schedule and rain, which left the pole “soggy”
prevented preliminary work this week that
would have allowed the carving to be
completed Saturday. Kitpou said he could carve
the pole in one day, but felt he needed more
time to do a good job.
1978 Spokane - May, according to one
newspaper article Kitpou is now….a Mohawk
Indian with degrees from Oxford and
Cambridge…
1983-84 Kitpou worked at Camp Owaissi in
Kelowna, as an educational lecturer.
1985 - In the history of The Neebing
Roadhouse - Thunder Bay, Ontario

1900-1901 Teachers
& monthly salary

Lytton - Thos. Henderson, M.A. $55.00
Lytton North - Miss C.M. Crankshaw $40.00

The Totem Pole at the entrance was … created
by Chief Kitpou “Shaman Chief of the
Children of the Light”. Chief Kitpou, 74 years
old at the time, was the hereditary chief of the
Algonquin Nations.
1986 - B.C. Registration of Death - Ronald
James Kitpou, age 22, Cawston, B.C. - Selfinflicted gunshot wound to head.
1987 - from A TWIST IN COYOTE’S TALE
by Celia M Gunn, attending a Sinixt First
Nation ceremony in Colville Washington
….. a striking figure, Chief Wobay Kitpou. A
Native elder, small and heavy-set, he had risen
to the occasion and was wearing a slightlyaskew buffalo headdress, many ostentatious
pieces of silver and turquoise jewellery,
moccasins and one item of clothing, a loincloth
tied tightly beneath his heavy, naked
belly…………and after a couple of raunchy
jokes, the chief amused us with a string of
stories and songs.
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I am looking for some information
regarding...Jim Munster aka Shaman Chief
Kitpou....By all indications he was quite a
colourful character. He claimed Malti Pictou
as his grandfather and John Pictou as his
father but considering all of the tale tales told
during his lifetime, I am taking it all with a
grain of salt.
Pass the shaker, please.

1987 - B.C. Registration of Death - Ruby
Isabel Kitpou, age 74, Kelowna - myocardial
infarction
1988 April 4, B.C. Registration of Death James Albert Munster (aka Kitpou) died of
pancreatic cancer in Kelowna BC.
leaving more questions in the conflicting
information (as provided by his son, John) on
the Death Certificate :
BIRTH: 7 February 1923 (vs 1912)
OCCUPATION: Disabled
2014 - a Facebook message posted on the Bear
River Historical Society & Museum page :

POSTSCRIPT:
Kitpou claimed to have been in many TV
shows & movies, but a search of IMDb.com
Movie & TV Casts and Crews returned no
results for Kitpou, Wobay, James, Jim or Albert
Munster.
He claimed a role in the movie The Tribal
Law . The only movie with this title was a
silent film made in 1912.

1900 = a total of
327 B.C. schools

Class size in any school could be
anywhere from 11 to 60 pupils

Although Kitpou claimed he played
Screaming Chicken in the TV show F-Troop
(1965-67) , there was no such role. There was
a character, Roaring Chicken, played by
Edward Everett Horton, who also played the
role of Chief Screaming Chicken in two
episodes of the TV series Batman (1966-68)
For further reading :
• The Feather & the Drum,: a History of
Banff Indian Days 1889-1978 by Patricia
Parker has 2 sections about Chief Kitpou,
citing some of his ‘slip-ups’, a description
of him and his family, and their activities at
the gathering.
• Bark, Skin and Cedar: exploring the Canoe
in Canadian Experience by James Raffan,
who also devotes space to a description of
Kitpou and his adventures moving the
Haida canoe from BC to Ontario.

A special thank you to Jim Gledhill,
in Ontario , who became interested in
Kitpou’s fascinating character while
researching the Big Nickel Park in
Sudbury, and who very generously
shared his research with me.
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Gold Country Museums
http://youtube/Eg5NaUPpiN0
Gold Country Communities Society has posted
the above video clip about Museums in this area.
We got a mention - watch for the photos of some
of our Museum’s displays.
3rd Annual Gold Country Geocaching Event
Cache for Gold - fun activities for the entire
family such as games, prize draws, a chance to
win a real gold bar, and of course Geocaching !
100 caches will be released
September 4th in Lytton
to attendees only.
Continue to support
the Museum and
receive newsletters.
Please submit your
2015 membership
(still only $10) to :
Lytton Museum, P.O. Box 640
Lytton, B.C.V0K 1Z0

He also shared that when it comes to
Kitpou’s history it is best to say "To the
best of my knowledge with information I
have collected."

Regular Museum Meetings on the last Tuesday
of each month 7:00pm in the Museum.
(no meeting in July, Aug. or Dec.)
Membership includes a copy of each of our
newsletters.

LYTTON MUSEUM & ARCHIVES
(a Village of Lytton Commission) is a member of:

Unlocking Lytton’s Past
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& the BC Historical Federation

