
MUSEUM WELCOMES 2013
A belated Happy New Year from all of 
us involved with the Lytton Museum. 
Welcome back to re- turning Executive 
Directors Joe Chute, Vice-Chairman, 
and Irene Steer, Secretary. Our 
returning Village Liaison is Jim Steer. 

Welcome aboard to our new Executive 
Directors Peter Heaster, Chairman and 
Jo Johnson, Treasurer. Dorothy Dodge 
returns as Curator, with assistance from 
Marie Heaster as Co-curator. 

Many thanks to Richard Forrest, past 
Chairman, and Joan Craig, past 
Treasurer, for their many years of hard 
work and dedication to the Museum.

12 December 2012
As usual the annual Christmas Lunch 
& Bake Sale was well supported by the 
Community - thank you very much. 
Luncheon sales brought in $500 to add 
to our 2013 budget.

Christmas Lunch : Thank you to 
our “before & after”  crews
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Interim Chairman’s Report                     

While going through the Museum Minutes a few 
items caught my attention and they reminded me 
that we should be proud of our accomplishments 
during the past year.

In February, we held our annual “Tea & Talk” 
afternoon to provide an opportunity for our 
residents to gather and share memories of our 
community and the people, and the events which 
make our history so interesting.  The thought 
came to mind that the Museum could be opened 
for an afternoon a few times a year to provide 
more opportunities for our people to gather and 
enjoy themselves.  No frills of course, perhaps 
coffee or tea provided. Seeing how much our Tea 
& Talk events are enjoyed by our guests – would 
they like more opportunities to get together during 
the months that the Museum is normally closed?  I 
throw out this idea for the new Executive and 
membership to consider next year.

To further aid those searching for information 
about our area history, this year we have provided 
equipment which allows easier access to our 
digitally filed material.  This should prove to be 
less disruptive to our volunteers who organize our 
material.

As our collection of material is rapidly filling this 
building, we called for tenders to extend the 
covered display area in the back yard.  The lowest 
bid was submitted by Freedom Graphics, who has 
the contract, subject to available funding by the 
Museum.

Preliminary work is currently underway to ensure 
the building codes will be met.  Incidentally, any 
future necessary tendering will be handled by the 
Village Office.  After all, it is their building.

A small railroad shed was added to our back yard.  
It has now been cleaned and mounted on a 
concrete slab.  It has been designated for the 
display of some of the Museum’s railroad 
artifacts.

Late in the spring, an appeal was sent out to all 
our members to contribute donations to the 
Museum Yard Fund.  By the end of October, we 
had received $7,160.00.  A terrific effort by 
Treasurer Joan Craig, who masterminded this 
campaign.  We thank you.

In July, an Executive Meeting was called by the 
Chairman, Richard Forrest, for the purpose of 
submitting his resignation as Chairman, to be 
effective immediately. At the same meeting the 
Treasurer, Joan Craig, also gave notice of her 
resignation effective at the end of the summer.  
After requesting them to reconsider their 
resignations, they refused to, so the remaining 
Executive members accepted both resignations.  
Both Richard Forrest and Joan Craig deserve 
much recognition and thanks for the untold hours 
and energy that they have put into bringing our 
Museum to the point that it is today.  You both 
should be proud of your terms of service to the 
Commission and we look forward to your future 
contributions to help Lytton’s history live on.

In conclusion, I found these past few months very 
interesting and educational.  I would like to thank 
Jo Johnson for being the interim treasurer; for 
Dorothy Dodge and Marie Heaster for keeping 
things going; and for Irene Steer, who puts up 
with my continually changing the agendas; and, 
lastly, my thanks to all the members who have 
supported me while I muddled through the 
meetings.         con’t on page 3
            

Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, 
Frederick Webb Hodge, 1906SNIPPETS FROM:

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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In a few minutes our Museum will have a new 
Executive and to them go my best wishes for 
every success in 2013.  This Museum has always 
contributed a valued service to our community 
and I am sure that this will continue.

One last word to everyone: our Christmas 
Luncheon is probably one of our best 
opportunities to publicize our Museum.  Let’s 
make this one a great event on Dec. 12th!

Thank you all, Joe Chute  (Interim Chairperson)

Curators’ Year End Report for 2012

Firstly, the Thank You’s:
 -  to the Village - for the continuing support 
in seeing the Museum as an important component 
of the our community, and for providing two paid 
helpers to keep the Museum open 7 days a week 
during summer.
 - to those two helpers, Nina Sidorczuk and 
Tom Peglow. They are great hosts to welcome 
visitors from all over the world. To Nina, thank 
you for designing a Museum pamphlet  - it will be 
handy in 2013.  And to Tom, thank you for being 
a volunteer helper the rest of the year.
 - to our landscaping volunteers who did 
major work in our front garden this year. We hope 
they’ll be back in the Spring!
 - to our Museum Membership who keep the 
ship sailing, and
 -  to Joan Craig and Richard Forrest who 
worked so diligently from Day 1 of the Museum’s 
inception, both in Executive positions and as 
hands-on helpers at the Museum. We trust your 
replacements will work as hard.

To date there are 71 members , some of whom 
live elsewhere, but still like to keep a connection 
with Lytton, and so are active in different ways. 
Some actually come to visit.  Others cannot easily 
visit , but send an annual donation.  Many phone 
looking for information from the past, and some 
offer items for the Museum. 

It has been a busy, if somewhat disjointed year 
with both Dorothy and I invalid at various times. 
But things have not been at a standstill:
 - 1000+ visitors through the door this year 
 - there were numerous requests for info and 
photo searches from non-members researching a 
particular historical subject or period in our area 
and while these are often time consuming, it is 
always gratifying if we can help,
 - two separate groups of Lorings, chasing 
family history, visited in May and June,
 - the large group of 2012 Young 
Ambassadors visited one afternoon for a mini 
presentation by Dorothy of our area’s history. 
They later were tested on their knowledge as part 
of their program’s marks, and reportedly did very 
well. We wish them all well in their future efforts 
representing and promoting Lytton,
 - Septimus Middleton’s family sent a huge 
photo album from France and we now have copies 
which need to be catalogued into our system,
 - Rev. Koten Benson donated some 
interesting Chinese artifacts to expand our history 
of Chinese in our area, and these, too, require 
accessing,
 - numerous items donated by the McMillan 
family have been catalogued, with Tom’s much 
appreciated assistance, and 
 - we are in the process of  reorganizing/
regrouping some present displays and replacing 
identification signs that are ‘past their best use by 
date’.            con’t on page 4

... a village just below Siska; pop 5 in1897,
the last time the name appearsAhulka

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
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Curators’ Year End Report con’t 

We are hopeful that the coming year will see : 
 - the renovation of the two small backyard 
buildings into useable display spaces,
 - the completion of the planned lean-to 
display extension  (which will allow us to move 
items presently in storage at the Village yard), 
but, most importantly, 
 - more people helping at the museum with 
acquisitions, displays, researching information 
requests or ?  Previous Museum experience/
education not required! as ‘on-the-job training’ 
will be given. It can be a fun, social time and we 
certainly would appreciate  the lightening of our 
workload.

 Respectfully submitted, Dorothy Dodge and 
       Marie Heaster

Annual Tea and Talk 2013

The Annual Tea and Talk on 20 February was 
a huge success with more than 33 people 
attending - some our ‘regulars’ and some 
‘first timers’ Most of the guests arrived in the 
first hour - our shoulder to shoulder guests 
stressed the need for a larger building!

We sold some of our retail items and the 
donation box was generously remembered. 
Thank you, guests. 

Thank you to our “get it all ready” crew, 
those who donated goodies to feed our 
guests, and the clean up crew at the end of 
the day.

Interested members and guests dive right in

 Look! there’s an artifact

 Lots of  talk !

Neektettim ... (stony little hollow’)  a village 3 miles above Lytton, PAGE  4

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING



Genealogy: Tracing Family Trees - Part 1

Over the years Lytton has had many 
large (or very large) families. We have 
found researching the family members 
can be very confusing where ‘naming 
patterns’ give the same or similar names 
to several individuals.

For example: 
  -a family with 4 adult sons, A, B, C & D

A is named Robert Bryson Smith, after 
his Father & Grandfather, then 
A names his 1st son Robert Bryson 
Smith after himself, etc.
 
B is named Robert James Smith, after 
his Father and an Uncle, then 
B names his 1st son Robert James 
Smith after himself. 
! !
C is named Robert Frederick Smith 
after his Father and an Uncle, then
C names his 1st son Bryson Robert 
Smith after grandfather and father
! !
D is named Bryson James Smith after 
his Grandfather and an Uncle, then
D names his son Robert Frederick 
Smith after father and brother C.

Still with us ? .......

Another source of confusion is where 
one line of the family only knows an 
individual by their given name, but 
another line of the family only knows that 
individual by a nickname. Some 
nicknames are an obvious derivation of a 
given name, while others are not so 
obvious. 

Norah Burch of Boston, Massachusetts, 
kindly has given us permission to share 
her website article on nicknames with 
you.

But as it is rather 
lengthy, watch 
for it in a future 
issue(s). 

Pashilqua ... near the junction of the Fraser & Bridge Rivers, 
pop. 15 in 1902

With a second and third round of 
sons and a similar naming practice 
things get really confusing! If you saw 
a news article, census or other 
paperwork with the name Robert 
Smith how would you decided which 
family member he was?
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I hope our members are 
enjoying the new Newsletter 
format of both historical 
articles and Museum 
‘news’. Please let us 
know what you think.          

It is one of my aims to keep all the 
membership fully informed through our 
Meetings, Newsletter,  and E-mails.   (See 
details on page 8 if you wish to be on the 
e-mail list.)
                                                Peter Heaster,
    Chairman

DID YOU KNOW.....

The Canadian Heritage Information 
Network (CHIN) allows Canadian 
museums to connect with each other and 
their audiences through the use of digital 
technologies. 

As a centre of excellence, CHIN offers 
investment programs and proposes 
resources such as virtualmuseum.ca and 
Professional Exchange. These sites, 
loaded with images, highlight Canadian 
museum collections, news, collaborative 
projects and resources aimed at 
professionals and the public at large. 
Have a look.

Boothroyd ... includes the towns of Spaim, Kimus, Tzaumuk, 
Suk, and Nkattsim. pop. 159 in 1902

PROGRESS  REPORT 
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As the new Chairman, the job has been more 
of a challenge than anticipated. The last 3 
months have been spent asking questions, 
talking to people, digging through past 
minutes, getting a handle on the proposed 
backyard project, meeting with our village 
rep. and holding executive meetings, to better 
understand the Museum’s procedures.

The 2013 Executive has been very supportive 
in assisting me with the task of settling in and 
I believe together we will achieve much 
useful work over the year. 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who 
make it possible for our Museum to operate.  
Our donors, too, deserve much appreciation 
for their financial help, without which any 
progress would suffer significantly.
 
Progress is being made. A number of the 
curators “needs” already have been 
addressed.  The backyard display has been 
vacuumed, swept and made ready for viewing 
by our visitors. A Committee has determined 
the condition, renovations required and use of 
the CN shed, and others are preparing an 
overall site plan to better enable us to make 
full use of the “back yard”. We also have a 
Committee working to bring the Museums 
Policy Manual up to date and in line with the 
Village By-Laws.  

My goal is to work with the Executive to 
come up with an acceptable plan for the 
future of the Museum, taking into account the 
requirements of the curator and the general 
membership, all under the auspices of the 
Village of Lytton.

http://www.museevirtuel-virtualmuseum.ca/index-eng.jsp
http://www.museevirtuel-virtualmuseum.ca/index-eng.jsp
http://www.pro.rcip-chin.gc.ca/index-eng.jsp
http://www.pro.rcip-chin.gc.ca/index-eng.jsp


Best of both worlds - A Lytton area specific book, by a local author!

Bernie Fandrich has written a km by km description of the river from 
Savona to Lytton. Bernie has spent the last 40 years rafting adventurers 
safely on the Thompson River and now he puts his experiences and 
knowledge to paper. Information on his website states:

Immerse yourself in this fascinating story of the 
Thompson River Valley from Savona to Lytton, 
British Columbia, including a KM-by-KM guide 

of the river. A host of entertaining anecdotes, 
splendid photographs, and unusual historical tales 

and information merge to create a captivating 
narrative. This book is an indispensable 

companion for rafters, kayakers, anglers, anyone 
travelling alongside this legendary river, and for 
those who enjoy intriguing tales of BC’s past. Buy a copy at Lytton Museum 

       

BRITISH COLUMBIA   A NEW HISTORICAL ATLAS
The Museum has recently received a copy of this excellent book donated by Rev. Koten Benson.

It is a “coffee table” sized book, filled with photos and information about the role explorers, fur traders, 
gold seekers, and railway builders played in the development of our province.  There are over  900 
maps, of which over two -thirds have never been published before at all! These include surveys, treaty 
maps, military maps, mining maps, promotional maps, real estate maps—even maps of murder.  An 
excerpt from Mr. Hayes website reads:

“...early depictions of the West Coast were no more than cartographers' 
fanciful guesses. Not until the discovery of valuable "soft gold"—sea 
otter pelts—and quest to find a Northwest Passage did explorations, 
such as the epic voyage of George Vancouver, lead to a better 
understanding of the region's geography.

On page 120 there is a story about an 1883 murder in the Lytton area, 
and Lytton is mentioned several times in the book because of  its 
importance in the exploration, gold rush and railway history of  B.C.

Visit the Museum and see for yourself.

MAJESTIC THOMPSON RIVER

Cisco ... (Si′ska, uncle) a village 8 miles below Lytton: pop.32 in 1902 PAGE  7



Nicola Valley News,  
May 6, 1910:
       

THOMAS DWYER    
  (Known in Lytton as O’Dwyer)

Regular Museum Meetings are held 
on the last Tuesday of each month 

(no meeting in July, Aug. or Dec.) at 
7:00pm in the Museum.

Meetings are open to anyone with an 
interest in the local area history. If 

you wish to officially join our group, 
membership is $10.00. 

Membership includes a copy of each 
of our newsletters. Copies also are on 

sale at the Museum for $1.00

& the BC Historical Federation

LYTTON MUSEUM & ARCHIVES 
(a Village of Lytton Commission) is a member of:

Unlocking Lytton’s Past

Lytton Museum brings the past into the Present  

The following are now available by e-mail:
    - Meeting reminders
    - Monthly Meeting Minutes 
    - Update Bulletins
    - Newsletters

To be placed on our e-mail list please contact 
the museum, any of the Executive or send an e-mail to

       heaster@lyttonbc.net
We promise not to flood your mailbox with unwanted 

messages.

Cheuek .... a village on Fraser River above Lytton

BC HISTORICAL NEWSPAPERS
A UBC Library Project features digitized versions of 25 historical papers from around BC. The titles 

range from the Abbotsford Post to the Phoenix Pioneer and date from 1865 to 1989. We have  permission 
to use Lytton related scans in our newsletters. Watch for Lytton News from the Past in future Museum 

Newsletters and  visit UBC website   
http://historicalnewspapers.library.ubc.ca  to view all the newspapers in their project. 
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